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Note of the last Executive meeting 

Title:                                LGA Executive

Date and time:                Thursday 21 September 2013

Venue: The Westminster Suite, Local Government House

Attendance
An Attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note.

Item Decisions and actions Action 

Welcome and Introductions 

1.

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming new and returning Members and 
noting the apologies received.  

Membership, Terms of Reference and Appointments to the LGA Governance 
Structures for 2013/14

The item, which was for information, was moved by the Chairman without further 
comment.    

Decision

That the Executive noted its Membership and Terms of Reference for 2013/2014 and 
noted the appointments to the LGA’s governance structures for 2013/2014. 

2. Rewiring Public Services: Next Steps

The Chairman introduced the report which updated Members on progress since the 
successful launch of Rewiring Public Services at the LGA’s Annual Conference in July.  
In doing so, he summarised the key issues raised at the Leadership Board, including 
that oversight of the ‘creation of local service user champions’ should sit with the 
Executive, rather than the Children and Young People Board.  He invited Members to 
comment on the programme of future action, including lead member responsibilities.

In the discussion that followed, Members commended the positive and ambitious 
action plan and highlighted the importance of promoting Rewiring, not only at the Party 
Conferences, but also with individuals with influence over the development of Party 
Manifestos.  Given that engaging the wider LGA membership and local communities in 
the debate was a critical element of the next phase of the campaign, Members 
emphasised the need to communicate more clearly how the Rewiring principles would 
operate in practice, and highlighted the English question as central to the debate.  
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Whilst Members endorsed the proposals for member oversight set out in the action 
plan, it was noted that the contribution of all Boards and Panels should be recognised 
for their role in driving the Rewiring priorities though their individual work programmes.  

Decision

That the Executive endorsed the action plan and arrangements for Member oversight 
in taking the Rewiring Public Services campaign, subject to the amendment that  
oversight of the ‘creation of local service user champions’ sit with the LGA Executive. 

Action

Take forward in line with Members’ direction. 
Daniel 
Goodwin

3. The Spending Review 2013: Next steps 

Councillor Taylor OBE, Chair of the Finance Panel, introduced the report which had 
been requested by the Executive at their last meeting in July. Cllr Taylor set out the 
next steps to progress the LGA’s lobbying objectives, highlighted the opportunity to 
reinforce our key messages through a submission in advance of the Autumn 
Statement, and noted the need to update the ‘AnyCouncil’ analysis, showing how the 
Spending Round has changed the financial outlook for councils.  

Members endorsed the next steps and emphasised the importance of ensuring the 
validity of the financial modelling behind the AnyCouncil’ analysis.

Decision

The Executive endorsed the actions and proposals for carrying forward the LGA’s 
lobbying agenda in response to the Spending Round.

Action

Take forward in line with Members’ comments. 

 
Alan Finch 

4. Integration of Health and Social Care 

Cllr Katie Hall, Chair of the Community Wellbeing Board, introduced the report which 
provided an update on a number of different areas of work the LGA has been involved 
in on integration.  Cllr Hall updated Members on progress with the £3.8 billion 
Integration Transformation Fund; the Pioneers programme; work on an integrated care 
toolkit; the government’s Vulnerable Older People’s Plan; and the Health and 
Wellbeing System Improvement Programme. 

Decision
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The Executive noted progress on the integration of health and adult social care.

5. Grant Consultations 

Councillor Sharon Taylor OBE introduced the report which asked Members to 
comment on draft LGA responses to government consultations on: (a) a technical 
consultation on the local government finance settlement 2014-15 and 2015-16; and (b) 
the use of capital receipts for one-off revenue purposes.  She updated the meeting on 
a recent Government announcement regarding its intention to reduce the Education 
Services Grant.  It was anticipated that a consultation on this would be published in 
the Autumn.  She summarised the salient points in each of the LGA’s responses and 
encouraged all local authorities to respond to the consultation to give the Department 
for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) a clear sense of the implications at 
the local level.  

In discussing the local government finance settlement, Members expressed strong 
opposition to further grant reductions and were critical about the lack of transparency 
in the initial Spending Round announcement regarding the real terms cut to local 
authorities.  

With reference to the LGA’s response to the technical consultation, Members asked 
that several issues be highlighted, including: the detrimental impact of government 
holding back contingencies from the settlement; the need for additional resources and 
flexibility to addresses new burdens; and the need for a more timely announcement of 
the settlement.  It was suggested that the LGA look in more detail at the cumulative 
impact of successive reductions in Revenue Support Grant (RSG) on those councils 
more dependent on RSG.    

In discussing the Education Services Grant and the differing approaches of different 
councils to the announcement, Cllr Taylor welcomed the opportunity to work with the 
Childrens and Young People’s Board on the issue.    

Decisions

The Executive: 

i. agreed the key themes in the LGA’s response to the Local Government 
Finance Settlement Consultation; 

ii. agreed that the Finance Panel approve the final response to the DCLG 
Technical Consultation; 

iii. agreed the response on the capital receipts consultation; and

iv. agreed to receive a further report once the Department for Education 
consultation on the Education Services Grant has been published.  

Action  
Alan Finch 
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Take forward in line with Members’ comments. 
6. LGA Consultation Response: New Homes Bonus and the Local Growth Fund

Councillor Sharon Taylor OBE introduced the report which set out a draft LGA 
response to the Government’s technical consultation on the mechanism for pooling 
£400 million of New Homes Bonus (NHB) funding within LEP areas in 2015/16 as part 
of the Local Growth Fund.  Members were invited to comment on the LGA’s draft 
response to the consultation.  

In discussing the consultation, Members expressed serious concerns over the 
proposal and frustration that the sector had been consulted on a technical element 
rather than engaged in meaningful dialogue on the policy itself.  Concerns included 
that it: diminishes the original purpose of NHB to incentivise growth; undermines local 
authorities’ ability to plan spending and investment; casts doubt on certainty of 
government funding commitments; will cause friction between councils and Local 
Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs); transfers local spending decisions to LEPs and will 
cause significant difficulties for those authorities that have already committed NHB 
monies.

Members were united in their view that the LGA’s consultation response should 
robustly oppose the pooling of NHB monies in principle, highlight the potential 
negative consequences of the decision and call upon the Government to rethink the 
entire issue.  Members suggested that the LGA also develop proposals for alternative 
solutions that could be discussed with Government.

Decision

The Executive agreed that points raised by Members should be considered in 
developing the final response.     

Action

Amend the draft consultation response to reflect Members’ comments.

Caroline 
Green

7. Municipal Bonds Agency

The Chairman introduced the report which updated Members on the proposal to 
establish a Local Government Collective Agency to issue municipal bonds and 
dispense loans to councils for capital projects.  In doing so, he noted a number of 
expressions of interest from within the sector and encouraged Members to consider 
involving their council in the project.   

In the discussion the followed, Members endorsed the progress made and Paul 
Raynes (Head of Programme) answered a number of questions regarding how the 
Agency would operate and current discussions with the Treasury.    

Decision
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The Executive noted progress.     

8. Note of the 11 September Leadership Board meeting

Members noted the minutes of the previous meeting of the Leadership Board from 
Wednesday 11 September 2013.

9. Note of last LGA Executive

Members agreed the minutes of the last LGA Executive meeting from Thursday 18 
July 2013.

10. Dates of LGA Executive Meetings 2013/14

Members noted the meeting dates for 2013/14.  
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Appendix A – Attendance 

Position/ Role Councillor Authority
Chairman Sir Merrick Cockell RB Kensington & Chelsea
Vice-chairman David Sparks OBE Dudley MBC
Vice-chairman Gary Porter South Holland DC 
Vice-chairman Marianne Overton Lincolnshire CC
Deputy-chairman Mayor Dorothy Thornhill MBE Watford BC
Deputy-chairman Mayor Sir Steve Bullock Lewisham LB
Deputy-chairman Sharon Taylor OBE Stevenage BC 
Deputy-chairman Andrew Lewer Derbyshire CC

Members Flick Rea Camden LB
Katie Hall Bath and NE Somerset DC
Chris White St Albans DC
Jim McMahon Oldham Council
Clarence Barrett Havering LB
Peter Reeve Cambridgeshire 
Sue Murphy Manchester City
John Hart Devon CC
Martin Hill OBE                Lincolnshire CC
Stephen Parnaby OBE East Riding
Peter Fleming Sevenoaks DC 
Tony Jackson                  East Herts DC
David Philips Swansea City
David Hodge Surrey CC
Neil Clarke Rushcliffe BC
Roger Phillips Herefordshire Council
Paul Watson                        Sunderland City 
Stephen Houghton CBE Barnsley MBC
Mayor Jules Pipe CBE             Hackney LB
David Simmonds Hillingdon LB
Clyde Loakes Waltham Forest LB

Apologies Robert Light Kirklees Council
Mike Jones Cheshire West & Chester
Mehboob Khan Kirklees Council
Sir Richard Leese CBE      Manchester City
Gerald Vernon-Jackson Portsmouth City 
Gordon Keymer CBE    Tandridge DC 
Izzy Seccombe Warwickshire CC


